UCKFIELD TOWN COUNCIL

Notice of conclusion of audit

Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended
31 March 2021

Section 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (S1 2015/234)

1. The audit of accounts for Uckfield Town Council for the year
ended 31 March 2021 has been completed and the accounts have
been published.

2. The Annual Governance & Accountability Return is available for
inspection by any local government elector of the area of
Uckfield Town Council on application to:

Holly Goring

Town Clerk

Uckfield Town Council
Council Offices

Civic Centre

Uckfield

TN22 1AE

Between the hours of 9am to 4pm Mondays to Fridays
(excluding public holidays), when any local government elector
may make copies of the Annual Return.

3. Copies will be provided to any person on payment of £1.00 for
each copy of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return.

Announcement made by: Holly Goring, Town Clerk

Date of announcement: 29 September 2021



Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2020/21
We acknowledge as the members of:
Uckfield Town Council

our responsibiiity for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements, We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2021, that:

| 1. We have put in place arangemenis for effective financial
| management during ihe year, and for the preparation of with the Accounis and Avdlt Regidations.
the accounting statements.

I prepared Ks accouniing slatements In accordance

{ h n .
| 2. We maintatned an adequate systemn of mlarnal control ! made proper sirangements and sccepled responsibiity
including measwres desighed to prevent and detect raud ﬁ' for safeguarding the publlc money and resources in
and cormptbn and revsewed |1s effectiveness. I ils charge.

has only dure what i has the legal power fo do and has
complied with Proper Practices in doing so.

3. We took ah reasonab{e steps w assure ourseives
that there are o makters of actuai or polential
non-compliance with laws, regulations and Proper
Practices that cousd have a significan! financial effect
on the abifity of this authorily to conduct its
busmess or manage its Inances.

't4 We providsd properoppormmy during the year for
i fhe exercise of electors’ rights in accordance with the
¢ requiraments of the Accounts and Audd ngw;mons

(5. We canied out en assessment of the risks facing this
authority and fook appropriate steps to manage those
#igks, including the introduction of internal controls andfor
eu-lema! msurance cover whese required.

16, We maintained throughout the year an sdequate and
effective system of internal audit of the accounting
records and control systems.

; 7. We took éppmpriaie alion on all matters raised
n repoﬂs from intamai and external audii.

5. We considered whether any Iiﬁgaﬂm liabikiles or
commillmernts, events or rensactions, ocourdng ekher
duting or after the year-end, have a financlal impact on J I
this authority and, where approprigte, have included them E I I
in the accounding statamenta. — = .|

4. (For local councils only} Trust funds ncluding
charilable. In ou capacity as the sole managing
trustee we dischamed our accountability
responsibifittes for the fund{sVassets, including X
financial reporiing and, if required, Independent L v
examination or audd,

S—

| dun‘ng the year gave aff persons Interested Ihe oppqrtmlfy to

inspect and ask questions about this authorily's accounts. :

" constdersd and documented the financiad and other risks # |
facos and dealf with thern properly. i

mnged for a competant person, mdependeﬁ of ﬁpe financial
confreds and procedures, to give an objective view on whether
hr:temai' conlmis meei the neads of this smaller auﬂmnu(

S raspanded fo matters Brought lo A5 atiention by internal and
e:demsi aud#

| disciosad everythmg n shwld have about e business am‘wry
duﬂrsg the year including events teking place afier the year
end if refovant.

h;aa; maet aft ofﬁ‘;—msponsfbimbs where, as a body
pomparate, it I3 a sole managing trustee of a focal
trust or trusls.

*Please praovide explanations to the exiernal audiior on a separate sheet for each 'No' response and describe hiow the
authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annuzl Governance Statement.

This Annual Govemance Statement was approved at & Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the meafing where
meeting of the authority on; { approval was given:

21 /oe |24 -—

and recorded as minute reference: | Chairman = 22 ;
.25 06.2\ | Clerk @*&“ﬁ
www uckfieldtc.gov.uk
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Section 2 ~ Accounting Statements 2020/21 for

Uckfield Town Caouncil

i 4, Balances brought = Toial balances and reserves al the beginning of the year
ferward .1-;2]]%'- &7 1'm ;ﬁi as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree fo |
_ - - Box 7 of previcus year. i
‘2, (+) Preoept or Rates and ﬂ Total amount of precept {or for IDBs ratss and levies) 3
Levies . 908,545 i " received or receivable in the year. Exclude any granis
| 3. (+) Total other receipts LTI - Total Income or receipls as recorded in the cashbook less

;ﬁﬂ the precept or ratasfievies received (line 2). include any
~ granis recelved.

4. () StaF costs i i'E : - Total ;xpendﬁuza or payments made fo and on behalf
FeL. TS o of all employess. Include gross salaries and wages,
54194‘ - m" employers NI contribulions, smployers pension
| ) comrfbubons gratuities and severance payments. [
5. (-} Loan Interest/capital - Toeal expanditure or payments of capital end interest
repayments E,Al-‘la' . B0.887 mado during the year on the authority’s borrowings (if any).'
Tﬁu.' (:j Alt other payments =S = Total expend:turs or payments as recwded in tb_e :':B;J_l
701,985, T30 854 book fess staff costs (fine 4) and loar interesticapitel
= = STy ~ repayments (iine 5).
7. {=) Balances carried i i L. PR Total balances and resaives at the end of the year. Must
forward 1.232-4_37_1 282125 cqual (1+2+3) - {4+546).
| 2. Total value of cash at;& B i X § __ = -F The sum of afl currem and wﬁ;mkmmunts cash ™
| short term investments 1,314, 1,224 454 hoidings and short ferm investments held as at 31 March —

[ | S ~ To agree with bank reconcilfation. . _
| 9. Total fixed assets plus ~__ Thevalya of il the property the authorfty owns — i Is made !
“Jong term investments 65,6313 6 601 198 up of aff its fixed essets and long term investments as at

and assets 31 March.

| - I- i e ————.
10. Total borrowings | R The oufslandmg cap:tai balance as at 37 Me Man:h of all iaans
| -55? .#ﬂﬂl 820200 from third parties {including PWLB). .
41. (For Local Councils Only) Disclosure note The Coww:f asa body wmorate ;ds as sofe ;u:ie; fo-;
re Trust funds (inciuding charitable) and Is responsib!e formanagfng Trust funds or asssls.

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2021 the Accounting  Lconfirm that these Accounting Stalements were:
Statements in this Annuat Govemance and Accountability ¢ approved by this authority eon this date:

Retum have been prepared on either a receipls and payments : 21 I% / 2

or income and expendifure basis following the guidance in {
Governance and Accountabillly for Smaller Authorlties —a |
Practitioners’ Guide o Proper Practices and presend fairly

the financial position of this authority. < -
Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being ‘F—C 26O 2 |
prezsented to the ausporﬂy for approval

_ékmoa 5 :: ; \ Signed by Chalrman of the meating where the Accounting

Statements were ;pproved/

Date lgg,'é"(z‘ | K&W

as recorded in minute reference:
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Section 3 — External Auditor Report and Certificate 2020/21
In respect of Uckfield Town Council — ES3100

1 Respective responsibilities of the body and the auditor
This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a
sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

s+ summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2021; and

e confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as

external auditors.

Our responsibility is to review Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance
with guidance issued by the National Audit Office (NAO) on behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General (see note
below). Our work does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK
& Ireland) and does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would do.

2 External auditor report 2020/21

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Acccountability Return {AGARY), in our opinion the information in
Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that
relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

None

3 External auditor certificate 2020/21

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability

Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2021.

External Auditor Name

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP

External Auditor Signature

7 v AT v~ Date 24/09/2021

P

* Note: the NAO issued guidance applicable to external auditors’ work on limited assurance reviews in Auditor Guidance Note
AGN/02. The AGN is available from the NAQ website {(www.nao.org.uk)}
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