UCKFIELD TOWN COUNCIL

Notice of conclusion of audit

Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended
31 March 2019

Section 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234)

1. The audit of accounts for Uckfield Town Council for the year
ended 315 March 2019 has been completed and the accounts
have been published.

2. The Annual Governance & Accountability Return is avaiiable for
inspection by any local government elector of the area of Uckfield
Town Council on application to:

Holly Goring

Town Clerk

Uckfield Town Council
Council Offices

Civic Centre

Uckfield

TN22 1AE

Between the hours of 9am to 4pm Mondays to Fridays
(excluding public holidays), when any local government elector
may make copies of the Annual Return.

3. Copies will be provided to any person on payment of £1.00 for
each copy of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return.

Anncuncement made by: Holly Goring, Town Clerk

Date of announcement: 20" September 2019



Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2018/19

We acknowledge as the members of:

Uerfleen Aadd  Coodcrt

our responsibllity for ensuring that there Is a sound system of intemnal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2019, that:

1. We have pixt In place arrangements for effeciive financial prepared fis eccounting stefermonts in accordance
management during the vear, and for the praparation of with the Accounts and Audlt Regulatfons.
the accounting staternents, yﬁﬁ

2. We mainteined an adequate systam of Intemal condrol made proper arrangements and accepiad responsibiilly
including measuras deslgnad to prevent and detect fraud for safeguarding the public money and resources in
and cormuption and reviewsd lis effeciveness, Yfﬁ lis charge.

3. We took all reascnieble steps io assure oursalvas has only done what it has the legal power tp do end has
that there are no matiers of actual or potentlal complad with Proper Practices in deing eo.

non-compliance with laws, regulations and Proper
Prectices that could have a algnificant financlal effect

o tha ability ef this authority to conduct its ‘/6'5
buginass or manags its financas,

4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for during the year pave aii parsons Interested the opportunily to
the exerciss of eloctors’ Hights in accordance with the ”0 Inspect and ask questions aboud this authorfly’s accounts.
requiremesnts of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

5, We canried out an assessment of the rieks facing this considared and documented the financial and other risks it

authetity and took appropriate staps to manags thesa facas and dealt with theim properly.
risks, Including the introduction of Internal contrels and/or YC-J
extamal Insuranoe cover whers raguired,

6. We maintained througheut the year an adsquats and aranged for a compatent person, independent of the finsncial
effactive system of Intemal audit of the accounting )/es conirols and procedures, f0 give an objective view on whether
records and control systams. Intarnal controls mest the needs of this smalfer authorily.

7. We took appropriate action on all matiers ralsad 5 rasponded o maiiers brought to ifs eftenition by infernal end
In raports from Intemal and external audit. )/ external audit

8. We considered whether any liigation, liablites or disclosad avarything X should have ebout fis businoes activily
commiiments, evants or transactions, occurring either during the year inclixding events taldng place aftsr the yoar
during or after the year-and, hava & financlel Impact en end If ralevant
this authority and, where appropzigte, have Included them 7’&5
I the accounting statements.

9. (For local counclls only) Trust fnds Including - has met all of ita responsibities where, as a body
charitable. In our capacity as the sole managing corporate, It Is & sole maneging trustes of a local
trustes we discharged our accountability trust or trusts.
rosponsbiiies for the fund(syasasts, inckiding ;
financial reporting and, if required, Independent N/ ﬁ
examination o audit.

*Please provida explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each ‘No’ response and describe how the
authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets should ba published with the Annual Governance Statement.

This Annual Govemnance Statement was approved at a Signad by tha Chairman and Clerk of the meeling where
meeting of tha authority on: approval was gliven:
2\ Jog 19 ﬂ:ﬂ 5 :
and racorded as mintte raference: Chairman —
FC.30.06.19 Clerk W@w
.44 e

T e e it e

Other information required by the Transparency Codas (not part of Annual Governance Statement)
Authority web address

POV, IACie R ELOTT , Ow, LU
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2018/19 for

UCKAE D SO0 Coudcre

Tolal balancas and reserves at the beglnning of the year

1. Belancas brought

forward 1.199.374 1,492,042 as racorded In the finencial records. Value must agres fo
Box 7 of previous yoar.

2. {+) Precept or Rates and Tolaf amount of precapt {(or for iDBe retes and levies)
Leviss 852,878 873,472 received or recelvable in the year. Excluds any grants

3. (+) Total other receipts Total Income or recsipts as recorded in the cashbook lass

482,692 476,415 the precapt or rates/ievies raceived (fine 2). inciude any
grants received.

4. {-) Staff coats Total expendiiura or payments made {0 and on behalf of

(482,617) (519,241) all amployees. include saleries and wages, PAYE and NI
{employees and smployers), pansion contributions and
employmeri expensos,

5. (=) Loan interest/capital Totel sxpenditure or payments of capltal and interast
repayments (65,208) (63,851) made during the yesr on the authority’s borrowings {if any).

8. {-} Al other payments Total expenditure or paymenis as recorded in the cash-

(794,990) (748,164) book foss sta{t; n(:);)m {ine 4) and loan interest/caphal

7. (=) Balances carmied Tota!balancsundraamsanhoendoﬁbeyam Must
forward 1,182,042 1,200,672 equel (142+3) - (4+5+6).

8. Total valus of cash and J 566' The sum of &l current and deposit bank accounts, cash
short term invesiments 1,225,23 1,213, holdings and short term Invastments held as at 37 March -

To agree with bank mconcillation.

9. Total fixed asssts plus The value of all the properly the suthority owns — it Is mads
long term investments 6,062,226 6,082,226 up of all is fixed assets and long term Invesiments as af
and asseis 31 March,

10. Total borrowings The outsianding capltal balance es &t 31 March of eij loans

631,800 594,800 from third parties (Including PALB).

11. (For Locel Councils Only) Disclosure note

The Coungll, as a body corporale, acts as sole trustee for
e Trust funds (including charitable)

and is responsible for maneging Trust funds or assels.

N.B. The figures in the accounting sialements above do
not include any Trust transactions.

| No

| ceriify that for the year ended 31 March 2019 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountabllity
Retum have besn prepared on elther a recelpts and payments
or income and expenditure basls following the guidance In
Governancs and Accountability for Smaller Authorities - a
Practiioners’ Guide to Proper Praclices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority.

Slgned by Responsibie Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval

-

- 10|/ae/-£01‘3

Annual Governance and Accountabllity Return 2018/19 Part 3
Local Councils, Infernal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities*

| confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

2eloe (1%

as recorded In minute reference:

FC.31.0€. 19

Signed by Chalrman of the mesting where the Accounting

Statements wamzpp%
-
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Section 3 — External Auditor Report and Certificate 2018/19
In respect of UCKFIELD TOWN COUNCIL - ES0100

1 Respective responsibilities of the body and the auditor
This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a
sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Retumn in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

= summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2019; and

e confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as

external auditors.

Our responsibility is to review Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance
with guidance issued by the National Audit Office (NAO) on behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General (see note
below). Our work does not constitute an audit camied out in accordance with Intemational Standards on Auditing (UK
& Ireland) and does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would do.

2 External auditor report 2018/19

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Govemance and Accountability Retum (AGAR), in our opinion the information in tl
Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come io our attention giving cause for concern tha
relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:
|None

3 External auditor certificate 2018/19

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2019,

External Auditor Name:
PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP

External Auditor Signature /'/ 2 % v Date 14/09/2019

* Note: the NAC issued guidance applicable to external auditors’ work on limited agsurance reviews for 2018/19 in Auditor
Guidance Note AGN/02. The AGN is available from the NAO website (www.nao.org.uk)
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