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NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION OF UNAUDITED ANNUAL
GOVERNANCE & ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN
ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2021

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 26 and 27
The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (S| 2015/234)

1. Date of announcement: Monday 28 June 2021

2. Each year the smaller authority’s Annual Governance and Accountability Retlum (AGAR) needs to be
reviewed by an extemal auditor appointed by Smaller Authorities’ Audit Appointments Ltd. The unaudited
AGAR has been published with this notice. As it has yet to be reviewed by the appointed auditor, it is
subject to change as a result of that review.

Any person interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the accounting records for the financial
year to which the audit relates and all books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other

documents relating to those records must be made available for inspection by any person interested. For
the year ended 31 March 2021, these documents will be available on reasonable notice by application to:

Miss H. Goring

Town Clerk

Uckfield Town Council
Council Offices
Uckfield Civic Centre
Uckfield

East Sussex

TN22 1AE

between the hours of 10.00am and 4.00pm Monday to Friday
commencing on Tuesday 28 June 2021
and endingon  Monday 8 August 2021

3. Local Government Electors and their representatives also have:

» The opportunity to question the auditor about the accounting records; and

« The right to make an objection which concerns a matter in respect of which the appointed auditor could
either make a public interest report or apply to the court for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful.
Written notice of an objection must first be given to the auditor and a copy sent fo the smaller authority. |

The appointed audilor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for this purpose between the '

above dates only.

4. The smaller authority’s AGAR Is subject to review by the appointed auditor under the provisions of
the Local Audit and Accountabllity Act 2014, the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 and the NAO's
Code of Audit Practice 2015. The appointed auditor is:

PKF Littlejohn LLP (Ref: SBA Team)
1 Westferry Circus

Canary Wharf

London E14 4HD

(sba@pkf-.com)

5. This announcement is made by Mrs S. D’Alessio, Assistant Town Clerk and Responsible Financlal Officer,
Uckdield Town Council




Annual internal Audit Report 2020/21

Uckfield Town Council

www.uckfieldtc.gov.uk

During the financial year ended 31 March 2021, this authority’s internal auditor acting independentty and on the basis
of an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures and controls
in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority.

The internal audit for 2020/21 has been carried out in accordance with this authorlty’s needs and planned coverage.
On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit concluslons are summarised In this table. Set
out below are the objectives of intemal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on whether, in all
significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to & standard adequete
to meat the needs of this authaority.

Internal control objective

| A. Appropriate accounting records have been properly kept throughout the financial year. | ,-"'_
B. This authority complied with its financial regulations, payments were supported by invoices, all ,}‘
expenditure was approved and VAT was appropriately accounted for. Y

' . This authority assessed the significant risks to achieving its objectives and reviewed the adequacy | J/
of arrangements o manage these.

'D. The precapt or rates requirement resulted from an adequate budgetary process; progress against I i
the budget was _rqgulady maonitored; and reserves were appropriate. | \/ :_!

E Expected income was fully recelved, based on correct prices, properly recorded and promptly mw,: Poniaid o <
banked; and VAT was appropriately accounted for. Uddogir by p D s N-_A, Fres

F Petty cash payments were propsriy supponed by receipts, all petty cash expenditure was approved
and VAT appropnataly accounted for.

q/'
. Salaries to employees and altowances to members were pald in accordance with this authority’s
approvals and PAYE and NI requirements wera properly applled /
A
'

¥ -

l-_!. Asset and investments registers were compiete and accurate and propeﬂy maintained.
! 1. Periodic bank account reconciliations wers property carried out during the year.
3

5 Accounlmg statements prepared during the year were prepared on the correct accounting basis (recelpts
and payments or Income and expenditure), agreed to the cash book, supported by an adequate audit
trail from underlying records and where appropriate deblors and u'adutqm were propery recorded.

if the authority certified itself as exempt from a limited assurance review in 201 8120, it met the . it
exemption criteria and cofrectly declared itsetf exempt. ( the authornily had limited assurance 1 + \/

review of ils 2019/20 AGAR tick “nof covered )

L. If the authority has an annual fumover not exceeding £25,000, if publishes information oh a website/ \
webpage up to date at the time of the intemal audit in accordance with the Transparency code for B{#M\@
smalter authorities. - e ﬂ
M. The authority, during the previous year {2019-20) correctiy provided for the perod for the exercise of 1 |
public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations (evidenced by the nofice published \/
on the website and/or authority appmved mmuies conﬁrmmg the dales se!}

N. The authority has complied with the publication requirements for 2019/20 AGAR ' ‘—"‘] — 'I =
{see AG&@age 1 Guidance Notea) B’

0. (i=or local counclis only) m
Trust funds {including charitable) - The councii met its responsibiliies as a trustee.

For any other risk areas identified by this authority adeguate controls existed (fist any other risk areas on separate sheets if needed).

Date(s) intemal audit undertaken l;l&rjne of persan “Ahfa carried O&I.l-‘l- the intfernal sudit
= T En p_Ly May 202 GEL- o e

Signature of person who / /
carried out the internal audit N \\g ‘Aﬁ'—\'\@./ Date I \r ©% 202/
*If the response is 'no’ please state the implications and action being taken to address any weakness in control identified

(add separate sheets if needed).

“Note: If the response is ‘not covered’ please state when the most recent internal audit work was done In this area and when it is
next planned; o, if coverage is not reguired, the annual intema} audit report must explain wiy not (add separate sheets if needed).
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Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2020/21

We acknowledge as the members of:

Uckfield Town Council

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect lo the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2021, that:

1. Ve have put in place arrangements for effective financial prepared s sccounting staisments In sccordance
management during tha year, and for the preporation of v with the Accounts and Audt Regidafions.
the accolnting statsments. —

2. We mamiained an adequate system of mfernal control inade proper arangemenis and accepted responsibilily
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud v for sateguarding the pubiic money and resources in
and corruplion and reviewed ils effectiveness. #s charge.

3. We took all reasonade staps to assure ourselves has only done what & has the legal powoer (o do and has
thal there are no matters of actual or polential compiied with Proper Practices in doing ea.
non-comphance with laws, regulations and Proper 7
Practioas that coutd have a significant financial efiect
on ihe abifily of this authorify 1o conduct its

business or manage s lnanoes.

¥ Wepmidad Opporhn:ydunngmeyearior l dmingmeysm'gavaa!pasonsmmraﬁedﬂwoppmmﬂyb
Iheexerdseofelaﬁors righis in accordance with ihe r inspect and ask questions ahou this authorily's accounls.
recgtirements of the Accounts and Audit Reguiations. | s _ 7 )

i 5. We carried out an sasessment of the risks facing this constdered and documernted the knancial and other risks i

" authority and took appropriate steps o manage those faces and deat! with them properly.
risks, inchading the iniroduction of imemal cantrols andfor e f

5. We malmammmmuwywmadequaﬁaand 1 M arranged for a competent person, independent of the financial
effective systom of internal audit of the accounting Foil i conirols end procedures, to give an objective view on whether
reoordsandconﬁ'dsyﬂarm 3 bﬂmnslcmmnmmeneodsoftmsmaﬂstauﬂ:m
7. e toak appropriate aclion on all matters raised "T_ " rmsponded to matlers braught io As atlention Dy internai and

y i reports from infernal and external audit } -l externs] auo,

8. %cowdaadmanynﬁgsﬂm Habides or T d;sdosedaveryﬂzhgksfuﬂdhmabaﬂﬂsb&dmwﬁvxy
commiments, evenls or iransactions, occurring efther diring the year inclrding eventu taking piace aflor the yoar
during or after the year-end, have a financlal impact on o and if rafevant.
this authority and, where appropiiale, have inciuded them
in the accounting satements. . - ]

il (For Yocal counclls only} Trust funds ndluding has met il of its responsibliities where, as a body
charitatda. In our capacily as the sole managing oorporadg, I is & sole managing trustes of a focal
trustee we discharged our accountability trust or trusfs.

responsibifities for the fund(sVessets, including
finarxial reporiing and, if roquired, independent I "4

examination or audR.
*Please provide explanations to the exiernal audiior on a separate sheet for each ‘No’ response and describe how the

- authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual Governance Statemen.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a Signed by the Chairman and Cierk of the meeting where
meeting of the authority an: , approval was giver:
21 /06 | 2.\ il
o l- G
and recorded as minute reference: Chairman =
i - ! -, s
F_C/. A Og . Z'\ ' Clerk f___""::._.wﬂ..___b"“"?

www.uckfleldtc.gov.uk
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2020/21 for

iickfield Town Coundil

4. Balances brought Tofa! bafances and reserves af the beginning of the yesr

| 1 1 :
forward i 1,208,672 1 282 457 as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree to
| | - . Box 7 of prewaus yestr.
2. (+) Precept of Rates and " Total amount of precept (or for IDBs rales and | Iswes)

Levies I 809 545, 542,'405 received or receivable in the yesr. Exclude any granis
R | L | recoived.

(+)Tmal other receipts | - Totalinomneoneoei’ptsasrecordedhthecashbook!ass

y 3.31 ﬂﬁ the precept or ratesfievies received {line 2). Include any
grants recelved.

- {-) Staff costs Total expendiiure or payments made fo and on behalf

{
MW of il employeas. inclide gross salaries and weges, i
SEEEE employers NI contributions, employers pension i
contributions, gratuiies and severanece paym_t_:rns,
1] . Total expenditure or payments of capial end interest
60887 made during the year on the authority's bomowings (i any}.
= fr};;;pendm:rsorpaymem”smcwdadinmm
J30, A58 ook fess staff cosls (line 4) and foan interest/capital
~ repayments (¥ne 5).

Total balances and resarves st the end of the year. Must
V282008 cqual (142+3) - (4+5+6).

5. () Loan Interest/capital
repayments

e {9 All other payments

7. (=) Balances carrled
forward

{ . Total vatue of cash and
short term investments

~ The sum of afi current and deposit bank sccounts, cash
13111 1 224 454 rokdings and short ferm investments hekd 2 at 31 March —
W il Tongmewmnbankreconcﬂiaﬁon

‘1 Total fixed assets plus
“long term invesiments
and assefs

1. Total borrowings

- Thavslwofaﬂfhepmpeﬂyfhemﬂfmﬁym i Is made
8 631 188 up of all s fixed assets and long term ivestments &5 at
2 31 March.

[t The outsfanding capital hafance as at 31 March of all loans
520,200 from third parties (inchuding PWLB).

J— o N N E—

i ¥t. (For Locai Councils Oniy) Disclosure nole The cowmﬂ as a body cmporate ads as sols frusiee for
i re Trust funds (including charitable) and Is responsible for managing Trust funds or assets.
i ! '( L6 The fowes in the ac uritn clafements VE 0 l

| centify that for the year ended 31 March 2021 the Accounting | confirm that these Accounting Siatements wera:
Slatements in this Annual Governance and Accountability approved by this authority on this date:

Return have been prepared on either a receipis and paymenls 21 |06 {2

or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in ! / \
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities — a
Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices and present faidy
fhe financial position of this authority. . =
Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being FO.26-0e.2 |
prezented to the augporﬂy for approval |

{SKM% &‘/ Signed by Chairman of the mealing where 1he Accounting

Statements were /pproved

RYITEA XA gerl

? as recorded in minute reference:
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