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NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION OF UNAUDITED ANNUAL
GOVERNANCE & ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2023

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 26 and 27
The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (Sl 2015/234)

1. Date of announcement: 30 June 2023

2. Each year the smaller authority’s Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) needs to be
reviewed by an external auditor appointed by Smaller Authorities’ Audit Appointments Ltd. The unaudited
AGAR has been published with this notice. As it has yet to be reviewed by the appointed auditor, it is
subject to change as a result of that review.

Any person interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the accounting records for the financial
year to which the audit relates and all books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other

documents relating to those records must be made available for inspection by any person interested. For
the year ended 31 March 2023, these documents will be available on reasonable notice by application to:

Miss H. Goring

Town Clerk

Uckfield Town Council
Council Offices
Uckfield Civic Centre
Uckfield

East Sussex

TN22 1AE

between the hours of 10.00am and 4.00pm Monday to Friday
commencing on Monday 3 July 2023
and ending on  Friday 11 August 2023

3. Local Government Electors and their representatives also have:

» The opportunity to question the auditor about the accounting records; and
« The right to make an objection which concerns a matter in respect of which the appointed auditor could
either make a public interest report or apply to the court for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful.
Written notice of an objection must first be given to the auditor and a copy sent to the smaller authority.

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for this purpose between the
above dates only.

4. The smaller authority’s AGAR is subject to review by the appointed auditor under the provisions of
the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 and the NAO’s
Code of Audit Practice 2015. The appointed auditor is:

PKF Littlejohn LLP (Ref: SBA Team)
1 Westferry Circus

Canary Wharf

London E14 4HD
(sba@pkf-littlejohn.com)

5. This announcement is made by Mrs S. D'Alessio, Assistant Town Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer,
Uckfield Town Council




Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2022/23
We acknowledge as the members of:

Uckfield Town Council

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect io the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2023, that:

g aathorly.
1. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial | | prepared ils accounfing stalements in accordance !
| management during the year, and for the preparation of v | with the Accounis and Audit Regulalions. i
the accounting statements. l | .

2 We maintained an adequate system of lntemal control | j made proper arrangements and accepted responsibility |
including measures designed to prevent and detectfraud | o for safeguarding the public money and resources in

l and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness. ! I: #s charge. |

3. We took all reasonable steps fo assure ourselves f has only done what i has the lfegal power fo do and has
that there are no matiers of actual or potential complied with Proper Pracfices in doing so.
nop-compliance with laws, regulations and Proper | -

Praclices that could have a signlficant financial effect
5|’ on the abillity of this authority to conduct its |
i business or manage its finances. | .

4. We provided proper opportunily during the year for | during the year ga ve aﬂ persons interestsd the opportuniy lo
the exercise of electors’ fights in accordance with the | ¥ inspect and ask questions about this authority's accounts.
requ:rements of the Accounts and Audil Regulat(ons |

5 . We carrled out an assessment of the risks facmg this 1.5 considered and documented the financial and other risks it
authority and took appropriate sleps io manage these ! o faces and deall with them properly.
risks, including the intreduction of internal controls andfor |
external insurance cover where required. { _

6. VWe maintained throughout the year an adeguate and | | arranged for a competent person, independent of the financial
effective system of intemal audit of the accounting i o controls and procedures, {o give an objeclive view on whether
records and control systems. internal controls meet the needs of this smaler author#y

7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised <! responded fo matters brought to n‘s atten!;on by internat and
in repors from intermal and extemal audit. _.I external audit.

8. We consldered whether any litigation, liabilities or [ disclosed everything it should have aboul its business activily
commitments, events or transactions, ocourring either during the year including events taking place afier the year
during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on v end if refevar.
this authority and, where appropriate, have included them
in the accounting statements.

1 9. {For local councils only) Trust funds including has met all of ils responsibilities where, as a body
i charitable. In our capacity as the sole managing corporate, it is a sole managing trustee of a local
| trusiee we discharged our accountability trust or frusts.

i rasponsibifities for the fund(s)/assets, including

% financial reporting and, if required, independent | | »

¢ examination or audit. 1

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each ‘No' response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual
Governance Statement.

This Annuaj Governance Statement was approved al a
meeting of the authority on:

Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the meeting where
approval was given:

28/06/2023 - XL Ctée"ﬁ\-&(,

and recorded as minute reference: Chairman

_,__gn_—_,_

FC.35.06.23 G gﬂ&,- -
iCierk P “’-’”’“t&—-au T e X
———e )
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2022/23 for

Uckfield Town Council

Year endieg | Notes and guidance

31 March | 31 March | Please round all figures {o nearest £1 Do not ieav
2022 POPE (05 Biik and repor £0 or Ni balances Al figuw
& % agres 1o underlying financial records.

1. Balances brought
forward

| Total balances and reserves at the beginning of the year |
1,232,125: 1,280,471 as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree to
Box 7 of previous year.

— — —_— e — —

2. {+} Precépt or Rates and | Total amount of precept (or ﬁ;r IDBs;?es and fevies)
Levies | 955,945 883,076 received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants

. received. — :
| Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less
448,347 490,07 1! the precept or rates/levies received (line 2). Include any
| | grants received.

= T . ———

Tota! expenditure or pay.;r;ébts made to and on behalf
! of all employees. include gross salaries and wages,
608,662 674’686_ empioysrs NI confributions, employers pension
| | contributions, gratuities and saverance payments.

| 3. (+) Total other receipts ‘
— 4
4. {-} Staff costs ]

|

' 5, (-}Loan intérestlcapital | | Total expenditure or payments of capital and f‘nter;s—r
repayments 56,552 46,428| made during the year on the authority’s borrowings (if any).

. { Total expendilure or payments as recorded in the cash- |
690,732 741,374] book less staff costs (line 4} and loan interest/capital L
ropayments ine 8) S %

Total balances and reserves at the end of the year. Mus! J

‘ - '

T(-)- All other payments |

7. (=) Balances carried -

[ forward 1,280,471

= -

| 1,291,130 equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).
8 ! e -1 = ——==— :
ﬁ)}éi valué' of caslT and | [~— -:\- The sum of all &urmnf a:;;;époéif bank accouTst, cash |
short term investments 1,258,228 1,249,562 holdings and short term investments held as at 31 March - I
: p— | To agree with bank Leﬂ)ciliaﬂ_or_r_. '
9. Total fixed assets plus | The value of all the property the autharily owns — it is made |
long term investments 6,621,504 6,621,504 up of all its fixed assets and long term investments as at
i&ﬁa\nd assets ) 31 March. a .
10. Total borrowings The oulstanding capital balance as at 31 March of afl loans i
486,000 460,800 rom third parties (including PWLB).

For Local Councils Only

11a. Disclosure note re Trust funds The Counci, as a body corporate, acts as sole trustes and

{including charitable) Is responsible for managing Trust funds or assets.
| 11b. Disclosure note re Trust funds | The figures in the accounting statements above do not
(includin_g_ g_l)_aﬁlable) ‘ include any Trust transactions. N
| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2023 the Accounting ! | confirm that these Accounting Statements were
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability approved by this authority on this date:
Retum have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in 28/06/2023

Govemance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities — a
Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority.

Slgned by Respoensible Financial Officer before being

presented to the authority for approval
Signed by Chairman of the meeting where the Accounting

A WK”‘?- Qe Statements were appfpved .
27/06/2023 LA 7t
4

as recorded in minute reference;

FC.36.06.23

bDate
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Annual Internal Audit Report 2022/23
LICKFIELD TOWN COUNCIL

https:iwww,uckfieigic.gov.uki

During the tsancial vear ended 31 March 2023, this authority s intetital auaitor aciing independently and on the basis
of an assessment of nss. camed oul a seleclive assessment of compliance with the relevarit procedures and controls
tn aperation and chianed sppropnate svidence fom the authority

The internal audist for 2022/23 has peen carmed cut in accordance wilh fis authiorify's needs and planned Coverage.
On the basis of the fincings in the areas exammnec, the irtemal zudi cenclusions are summansed i this lable Set
out below are the abjectives of inlemal control and alongside are the internal sudit cunclusions on whether, in al
signdicant respecis the contro! objectives were being achieved throughout the financial yusi to a standars adequate
lo meet the neegs of this authority

Int2mal corntrol objective

S8

| A. Approphiaie aucounling reconds nave been properly hept Wiroughout e lnancial yom, : |
8. This alnramiy comolied with s hnanclel reguiations, payments were supporied by invoices, all v
eapendivie wes approsed and val was aopropnately actounted tot.
I C. This atthonty assessed the sigrificant nexs o aclieving i obiectives and reviswed the adeguacy v |
| of arrangemenis i¢ manage these |
i i ! - — & -
. The precept or mates requrement res iad from an sllequars puagalsry process prograss aganst v
tie BUdget was I0Qulitly moniored ang reserves werg appropnate ]
E. Expscled income was fuly receives. vases on comect prices properly recorded s promptly o i
bankea, end VAT was approprisiely scesunted ‘or. _J
| E. Petly cash osyinenis were properly suppored by receipis, alf pedy cash expenditure vas approved v
and VAT appropniately accounted for, T
. Salanes 1o emgloyess énd allowances & members were paid in accordancs with this authonty s v
approvals, and PAYE and NI requirements were propery epplied.
H. Assel and invesiments register: we's coTpiete and accurats and properly mainin ned o =]
L. Pernodic bana &Coount resonc haians were propady camea out dunng the yenr I »
<. AStountng Seiements prepares DUy 100 your were Dreparad oft the correct Ao iiting basis (releis
S paynedls o InCome and experdiiune), aireed Lo the cash book suppurted by an adeguale audi ¥
rait from undeslying resorce and whene sppropriate Gebiors and credilors were properly recorced
K. W the authority cerlif.ad iiself as exemat PO 2 lsted asswancs revien in 2021122 & mat the
exempbon o iery 81T comectly daciared teel! encmat (Vs ity Pt & Mnled agsiramcy w
reveew of @ M2 103 AGAR L5 "ol povered ]
L. The authordy rubisned the required information on a walislln'weboage up (o dste at tha time of 1 o
interrsal audi m accezoance with tne relevan! tegistaon J {
M. in the year cuvered by us AGAR the authoray comectly provided ter 3 periog for 16 exercize of {
public nghts as reguies by the Accounls angd Audit Regulsions [ilng i 2002-23 AGAR paiod o
wOrey Dule mgRilty 0 mlation Io thie P03 1-32 AGAR mysbiacesd Oy 8 ol O e meboate arniior
Aihohly aprTeed sRtuley Confrmeng e dades st
o . - — e = =2
M. The authoiity nas conpted viith the publication seculrements for 2021/22 AGAR 5.
sae ACAR Pege T Gurdaiiose Nodes [
O (For local councils only) | -
| Trust funds nclucing chastanle ) - The council mst its responsiodliies a5 a wusice. ! | L8 |

For any other risk areas idsritified by this auinonty adequaie conuols exisies {list aryy other osk arsas on separats stests ¥ nesded }.

Datets) intemai audit chdertaken Name ol person wie cames out the inlersel auait

22108/ £3. MIKE PLATTEN CPFA
| _ o b ey U
Signature of persen who _ . 2210612023

i
carriad out the intgmgl audit / . Crste

‘Wl the rexponse is 'no’ planse state the Implications snd sction belng han to address any wenkness in control
ldenlified (add separate sheets it noeded).

“"Note i the respomme i 1ol covened” pleats fiate whish e Toul Heteril Bl B el weas ot o Bes e S when il
naxt plished, of | coversie s pol feguened. e Emusd iiemal s g0 st mepdnin why nof (60d eepetle shivets I tivoded)
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