UCKFIELD TOWN COUNCIL

Notice of conclusion of audit

Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended
31 March 2025

Section 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (Sl 2015/234)

1. The audit of accounts for Uckfield Town Council for the year
ended 31 March 2025 has been completed and the accounts have
been published.

2. The Annual Governance & Accountability Return is available for
inspection by any iocal government elector of the area of
Uckfield Town Council on application to:

Holly Goring

Town Clerk

Uckfield Town Council
Council Offices

Civic Centre

Uckfield

TN22 1AE

Between the hours of 9am to 4pm Mondays to Fridays
(excluding public holidays), when any local government elector
may make copies of the Annual Return.

3. Copies will be provided to any person on payment of £1.00 for
each copy of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return.

Announcement made by: Holly Goring, Town Clerk

Date of announcement: 15 September 2025



We acknowledge as the members of;

ection 1 - Annual Governance Sta

Uckfield Town Coundcli

our responsibility for ansuring that there Ie a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respaci to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2025, that:

-

1. We have put In place arangements for eflective financial
managemeant during the year, and for the preparation ol
the accounth 4 stetemants.

t We malntained an adequate systsm of Internal control
Including meazures designed 10 provent ord detect frawd
and comruption and reviewed tts effactivenass,

3 We took sll reasonable steps to essure ourssives
1hat thers ere no matbers of actual or potendial
non-compiianca with faws, reguiations and Propar
Practices that could have 2 signliicant #nanclel eflect
on tha ablily of this authority 1o conduct its
business or manage its finances.,

£, Wea provided proper opporiunity during the ysar lor
1he exercise of electors’ rights In accordance with the
requivements of the Accounts and Audit Reguistions.

We carried out en assssament of the riaks facing this
authorily and fook appropriaia sepa 1o manage those
rigks, Inchuding the Introdusction of intemal condrols and/or
extemal insurance cover where requined,

5. We maintained flwoughout the ysaf an adequats and
afective system of Interna] audlt of the accounting
racords snd control sysiams.

7. We took appropriate action on all matiam ralsed
In reparts from kiemal and axteme! sudit.

&. We considerad whether any Ftigation, Kabilities or
commitments, evanta or fransactiona, scoeuning elther
during or after the vear-and, have a financial impast on
this authority and, whers sppropriate, have included them
in the accounting statements.

9, {For Jocal counclia only) Trust funds inciuding =

charilable. In cur capecily as the sole managing Y
trustee we discharged our accountabliity

responsibililies for the fund(a)/assets, inchiding

financial reporting and, if required, independent
axarnination or gudit.

P - Ul L e
propared B8 accounting statements in aocordance
with the Accounis and Audi Reguiations.

magy mmﬁ&éﬂsmﬂmﬂ noaponalbiity
For safeguaerding the public money and resolircas in
Hs charge.

hes only done what & hag the legal power fo do end hes
complied with Proper Practices in doing 50.

;:;immaysérgavaanpermmemmmeqppmmﬂym
inspact and ask questions about this authorily's sccounts.

conaidered and documerded the Enencial and other rsks &
facos and daali with them propedy.

arranged for & compatent parson, [ndependant of the financial
corrois and procedires, fo give an objective view on whether
intemal controls meet the reeds of this smafiar authorlty.

responded io maifers brought to X3 altention by Internal and
extornal avdit,

disclosad evaryihing & should have about Ka business acthilly
during the yeer incirding events taking place after the yoar
ond i relevant

~ has met all of #a responsibiiities where, as a body

corporete, it Is & sole managing trustee of a local
trusf or nuats.

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheot for each ‘No’ respones and describe
how the authority witl ackress the weaknesses identified, These sheets must be published with the Annual
Govemance Statement.

This Annual Governance Statement was sipproved at a Signed by the Chalr and Clerk of the meeting whare
meating of the authority on; approval was given:

25 10Ee[2¢ £ §
1551 L —— g
and recorded as minute reference: Chair "
r:Clﬂ 2::}" Oé‘.‘ Z_S— Clerk _.-—{/_-—;H--——-—-_._ o
www.uckfiekdic.gov.uk
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2024/25 for

Uckfield Town Gouncil

Total balances and reserves at the beginning of the year
as recordad in the financial records. Value must agree to
. Box 7 of previous yeat.

1 Total amount of precept (or for IDBS rates and levies)
‘1“] .-151 ?],‘Iﬂ—,ﬂ& received or receivable In the year. Exclude any grants

1. Balances brought
forward

2. (+) Precept or Ratss and
Levies

recaived.
5. (+) Tolal other receipts ' L} o Total income or recsipts as recorded in the cashbook Jese
, W the precept or retesfievies roceived (line 2). Include any
i 1 | granie recaied.
4. () Staff costs | =) Total expendiure or payments mede o and on behalf
: 'lﬁw m of 8if employees. Inciude gross salaries and wages,
.?Q‘E Ai SESEEEE employers NI contributions, employers pension

) ! " _ contributions, gratulfies and severance paymens.

5. (<) Loan interest/capital aln .~ ~_ Tolo/ expenditure or payments of mpnal and interest
repaymanis 38553 ; .ﬂ.’ﬂ? mada dring the year on the atthority’s bormowings {if any).

&. [-) Al other payments f'_. _:,_j; l:'__x._ 1 . Tolpl oxpanditure or paymenis as recorded in the cash-

26,874 1086 BS1 book fess staff costs (e 4) and loan interest/capital
o Tl T Bt "~ repayments (line 5).

7. {=) Balances carried A hin | " Total balances and ressrves al the end of the year. Must
forwerd 13”;“ 1 206 468 oqual (142+3) - (4+5+6).

#. Tota) value of cash and P The sum of &l current and deposit bank accounts, cash
ehortterm Investments 1 M :mm'! holdinge and short term investmersts held as at 31 March -

! e Tq agroe with bank reconciliation.

a, Totel fixed sssels plus - The vaiue of ail the properly the authority owns — R is made’
long term Investments mq m up of il ks fixed sssets and long term investments as at
and assets ! 31 March.

10. Tolal borrowings The outstanding capital balence ss af 31 March of all loens

-ﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁf 422 400 srom third parties (including PWLB).
Far Local Counells Only

The Councl, 88 8 body corporate, acts as sole irustes and

14a. Disdoau note re Trust funds

{Including charitable} Is responsible for managing Trust funde or assets.
14i=. Disclosure note re Trust funds 2 The figures in the accounting statements above
{including charitable} sxoiude any Trust transactions.

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2025 the Accounting ! confirm that these Accounting Statemenie were
Statements in this Annual Govemance and Accountability approved by this authority on this daie:

Return have been prepared on either a receipts and payments . o

or Incoma and expenditure basis following the guidance in ES[06[2css
Govemnance and Accountabllity for Smaller Authorities - &

Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly corded in minute reference:
the financisl position of this authorit. -

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being T 2%.0C .8
presented to ﬁnuﬂmﬂy for approval
Ly oy Signed by Chalr of the meeting where the Ascounting
Woktemd (. | Statements were approved
- RPN YA =
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Section 3 — External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2024/25
In respect of Uckfield Town Council— ES0100

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAQ). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit camied out in accordance with
Internationat Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and

Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAQ on behalf of the

Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website — https.//www nao.org.uk/code-audit-
racticefauidance-and-information-for-auditors/

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with
Proper Practices which:

+ summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2025; and
» confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2024/25

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in
Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that
relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

None

3 External auditor certificate 2024/25

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2025.

External Auditor Name

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP

External Auditor Signature _ L 3 Date 13/09/2025

- ¥ g bk E 4
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